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VINEYARD NOTES
The Hilliard Bruce Vineyard continues to be Landmark’s southernmost source for premium 
Chardonnay. Located in Santa Barbara County’s western edge of the Sta. Rita Hills appellation, our 
chardonnay blocks are planted to clone 76 and clone 96 chardonnay. Working closely with our grower 
partners, who subscribe to our quality wine growing practices, the vineyards’ close proximity to the 
Pacific Ocean provide a definite cool climate character to this wine. The well-drained, low vigor sandy 
soils, combined with the long, cool growing season give this wine an added intensity and complexity 
that express this Chardonnay from this special region.

WINEMAKER NOTES 
All three blocks of Hilliard Bruce Chardonnay were hand-picked the night of September 22 of the 
cool 2016 growing season.  The grapes were lightly whole-cluster-pressed. After settling, the juice was 
barrel-fermented in French oak (35% new) using native yeast. Full malolactic fermentation occurred 
in the barrel and the wine was aged sur-lie for 14 months with battonage (lees stirring) performed 
every two weeks.

TASTING NOTES
Aromatic with a citrus medley of lime zest and lemon pith with granny smith apple. Bright, medium 
body with crisp citrus and green apple lead to preserved lemon, toast, candied apple and fruit cocktail 
notes. The matching oak elements on the mid palate lead to a complex finish that shows mineral 
textures, fresh acidity with a touch of salinity.  Drink on release or wait a few years to allow more 
fullness and complexity to develop.

SUGGESTED FOOD PAIRINGS
Crisp, complex and refreshing, it’s a great aperitif wine, or pair it with roasted chicken with preserved 
lemon & rosemary. 

WINERY HISTORY
Nestled at the base of the Mayacamas Mountains in the Sonoma Valley, Landmark Vineyards  
epitomizes the rustic grace and beauty of Sonoma County. Since 1974, Landmark has been  
dedicated to producing handcrafted, ultra-premium Chardonnay and Pinot Noir, sourcing grapes 
from unique vineyard sites throughout California to create rich, balanced wines.

VARIETAL Chardonnay

APPELLATION Sta. Rita Hills

BARREL REGIME French oak aged for 14 months (35% new)

FERMENTATION Native Yeast

WINEMAKER Greg Stach

BOTTLING DATE February 2018

RELEASE DATE April 2018

ALCOHOL 14.2%

2016 HILLIARD BRUCE CHARDONNAY


