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The 2017 Rayhill Pinot Noir is our 6th vineyard designated bottling from this prestigious source. Just 
east of Freestone, the Rayhill Vineyard lies in the newly recognized Sebastopol Hills district within the 
highly desired Russian River Valley appellation. This ridge-top vineyard with elevations between 
500-550 feet rests just above the seasonal fog-line and thus it experiences an exceptional amount of 
sunlight during the growing season. Acclaimed as a premier growing region known for its exceptionally 
well drained Goldridge sandy loam soils and an ideal climate, the Rayhill Vineyard stands out above 
the rest. The high elevation also exposes the vineyard to the afternoon seas breeze coming in from 
Bodega Bay, which delays the ripening process allowing the fruit to reach true phenological maturity.  
The premium quality eight-acre vineyard experiences warm, sunny days and cool, breezy evenings 
which yield elegant and incredibly expressive pinot noir grapes.

WINEMAKER NOTES 
Rayhill Vineyard, west of Sebastopol is located in an extremely cool spot and is typically one of the last 
Pinot Noir vineyards to be picked in Sonoma County. 2016 was no exception and all three blocks of 
the vineyard were handpicked on the night of September 26th. Each block, 115, 777, 667 and 828 
were completely destemmed and fermented separately with gentle hand punching twice a day. At 
dryness, the free run was put to barrel separately and aged sur-lie for ten months. The wine was blended 
after 10 months of barrel aging and shortly before bottling. This wine was bottled unfined.

TASTING NOTES
Medium ruby with aromas of black cherry and cola, strawberry compote, fragrant violets and 
cinnamon. The palate is medium to full bodied and displays rich strawberry, Bing cherry and ripe 
summer raspberries with a long savory finish of earl grey tea, cedar and brown mushrooms. The bright 
acidity, ripe fruit and savory finish make for an extremely rich, complex and muscular Pinot Noir. 

SUGGESTED FOOD PAIRINGS
Pair with smoked or BBQ meats, sausage pizza, or roasted lamb. 
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